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Determination and strong will – these are the 
two words that describe Peter Choi’s passion in his 
career. 

Born in Seoul, Korea, Choi relocated to the U.S. with 
his family when he was a year old. Choi and his family 
moved literally around the state from San Gabriel, 
Atwater near Fresno, San Francisco, and to Cerritos.

Choi’s love for music took wings early in his 
childhood. He loved all kinds of music as a child, and 
he gravitated toward hip hop music as he grew up.  He 
first listened to the “old school” hip hop artists such as 
De La Soul, and his focus shifted to the original soul 
music and R&B tunes which were sampled in those hip 
hop songs. 

The moment arrived on the night of a high school 
dance. It was a great night; everyone was having a 
wonderful time dancing to the fine music. As much as 
Choi wanted to join the dance, his wheelchair made 
it very difficult. However on the stage, he found 
something more exciting than the dance – a DJ playing 
music. A flash of inspiration hit Choi – becoming a 
DJ could be the greatest way for him to showcase his 
passion in music and to be part of a dance party. 

He originally wanted to become a mobile DJ, just 
as the one he saw at the dance party. However, as he 
would not be able to carry equipment around with his 
wheelchair, he changed his goal to a radio DJ. 

In his junior year, Choi took a field trip to Cerritos 
College. When he found out that the school had a radio 
station during the tour, he knew what he had to do: 
“I’m gonna have to jump on this.” Currently majoring in 
Radio & Television at Cerritos College, he has his own 
radio show called “Break Lab,” in which he introduces 
old funk, jazz, soul and R&B tunes to young listeners. 
The concept of the show is “to try to get people who 
only listen to hip hop music to listen to other genres and 
originals which were sampled in hip hop.” Currently 

he is one of the few DJs who play vinyl on WMPD, the 
Cerritos College radio station.

In the future, Choi aims to become a DJ at a college 
radio station or own his own internet radio station. 
Typical RTV students aspire to be a major station DJ; 
however such commercial DJs do not have freedom 
to play their own music selections, according to his 
research. “I want to play what I want to play,” says 
determined Choi, “and that’s only possible with a 
college radio station or with your own internet radio 
station.” 

His immediate plan is to transfer to Cal State 
Fullerton which offers a solid RTV program.  He is 
planning to set up his own internet radio program 
at home as well. He also loves watching soccer, “but 
nothing is as big as music.” 
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