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CAREER AND VOCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Volume 2 March 2002

ith great jobs and excellent salaries, career and vocational education is a wave of the
future. That future is here now at Cerritos College. Offering over 80 career and vocational
programs, the College takes pride in being able to provide students not only a top quality
education, but also quality skills enabling them to enter the workforce.

A brief look at several programs – representative of many – follows.

Culinary Arts
Chef training and Culinary Arts is a “hot” program across the country.
Cerritos College is well known for its Culinary Arts Program; it is, in
fact, one of the best programs in Southern California.  Graduates are
“grabbed up” by local hotels and restaurants, resorts and country
clubs and cruise lines because of their skills.

In November, the Culinary Arts program walked away with two
silver medals and the “Best of Show” award at the Culinary Arts
Symposium and Competition. Sanctioned by The American Culinary
Federation (ACF), the competition is judged according to the
standards held by the ACF and medals are awarded to those who
best meet the standards. Only one Best of Show award is given –
and Cerritos College took the cake! And in December at the
Professional Chefs Association Food Show, two Culinary Arts
students walked away with first and second place.

Cerritos College’s award-winning chef’s training and professional baking and pastry
programs are available for only $11 per unit. After graduation, the starting pay rate ranges
between $8 and $12 an hour in the Los Angeles area.  Most people do not realize that a
student can attend a well known Culinary Arts Institute, pay between $30,000 and $40,000
in tuition for a year to 16 months of training, and still earn the same $8 - $12 an hour. The
Cerritos College program clearly offers more for less. 

continued on Pg 2
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Heralding Good News to the Residents of the Cerritos College District

Calendar of Events
MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

3  4 Rumors by Neil Simon TBA Dinner Theatre

4 Monte Carlo Night 7:30 p.m. The Madison in Long Beach

5 Rumors by Neil SimonLunch Theatre TBA

9 Cerritos College Instrumental Spring Concert 7:30 p.m. Burnight theatre Admission is free

10 Cerritos College Choral Spring Concert 7:30 p.m.    Burnight Theatre Admission is free

11 Commencement 5:30 p.m .Falcon Stadium

28 Summer Session Begins

20 Jazz Ensemble Concert 7 p.m. Student Center Admission is free

21 Breast Cancer Awareness Walk 11 a.m. Falcon Square 9:30 a.m. Registration

3 Cerritos College Orchestra Concert 7:30 p.m. Burnight Theatre Admission is free

4 Scott Henderson Memorial Scholarship Concert 7:30 p.m. Burnight Theatre General $10   Student/Seniors $5

10 Cerritos College Jazz Combo & Vocalist 7 p.m.   Student Center Admission is free

18 Career Expo 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Student Center & Falcon SquareAdmission is free

18 Chamber Mega-Mixer 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. Student Center Admission is free

25 Touchtone registration begins for the Summer Session
27 28 29 Rumors by Neil Simon TBA Dinner Theatre

24 June summer session begins

21 22 27 28 29 Student Written Summer One Acts

8 July summer session begins

18 Touchtone registration begins for the Fall Semester

19 Fall Semester Begins
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As the program continues to grow
though, one of the areas largest
training kitchens is becoming smaller
and smaller because of the demand.
Students are lining up at the door to
be a part of these programs. 

“We are getting so large that we are at
maximum capacity and there is a
need for a larger facility,” explains
Professor Michael Pierini, head of the
college’s culinary arts program. “We
don’t want to turn students away, but
the College does not have the
resources to expand.” 

Want a sample of the program’s culinary
treats? The Cerritos College Cafeteria in
the Student Center is open to the public.
Lunch is served Monday through
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. For about
$5 you can enjoy a meal, which
competes with the 4-star restaurants!
Come by and have a taste!

Health
Occupations
The Health
Occupations
Programs at the
College are growing
so much that the
College will begin
construction on a
new 22,400 square
foot building for a

Health Occupations Skills Lab. The
facility will include a retail pharmacy
setting; a hospital pharmacy setting; three
simulated hospital wards with 24 beds, a
medication room, and nursing stations; a
clinic environment with 20 exam tables;
and a SLPA (Speech-Language Pathology
Assistant) lab with nine therapy cubicles.
And that’s just the beginning. 

The Health Occupations Skills Lab will
house “smart classrooms” equipped
with LCD projection units, digital
monitoring systems for recording

presentations and security, and computer
access throughout.  In addition to the skills
lab environments, the facility will house a
42-station computer lab and three different
size classrooms. The anticipated
completion date is January 2003. 

“The District is stretching itself to fund
the building structure, and the Health
Occupations Division is responsible for
providing the equipment,” says Jenine
Nolan, Instructional Dean of Health
Occupations. “We will be looking for
corporate sponsors and donors to assist
in outfitting the facility because without
them we won’t be able to do it,” she
adds. Longs Drug Stores has already
committed to sponsor the retail
pharmacy environment. 

Health related instructional programs
offered at Cerritos College include: Dental
Assisting, Dental Hygiene, Emergency
Medical Technician, Medical Assisting,
Registered Nursing, Pharmacy Clerk and
Technician, Physical Therapist Assistant,
and Speech-Language Pathology Assistant.
These programs prepare students to work
in a wide range of health care settings –
all at $11 per unit!

Woodworking
Manufacturing
Technologies
Companies have
approached Cerritos
College on many
occasions in need of
employee training.
The Woodworking
Manufacturing
Technologies (WMT)

program has earned national recognition
because of industry partnerships and the
College’s ability to support the industry’s
training needs.  The WMT Department
offer courses on state-of-the-art 32mm

system cabinet making equipment as
well as traditional wood working
machinery and hand tools.

What makes agreements with industry
leaders so desirable is the impact
those agreements will have on
students. With instructors trained on
the latest technology, their knowledge
can be transferred to students. Cerritos
College students in any of the WMT
programs receive hands on experience
reflecting the highest industry
standards. Once they complete the
program, they are quickly hired by
those industries. Minimum starting
salaries range from $15 – $20 an hour,
and depending on the segment of the
industry starting salaries can be as high
as $60,000 a year.

The WMT program currently serves
over 500 students, and enrollment
continues to skyrocket as the
woodworking programs grow. While
excited about adding new training
programs for students, Professor Bob
Colgan, WMT program chair, is
concerned about space. 

“We are at maximum capacity with
the current space,” he comments.
“We’ll just have to keep packing them
in until we can find a way to create
more space,” adds Colgan. “We’re
committed to the students and we’re
committed to the programs; we’ll
make it work.” 

Composites Training

A Pentagon panel recently approved
production of the new F-22 stealth jet
fighter. The Lockheed Martin Company
won the contract and over the next few
months will be training and preparing
employees for production. This will
require training in the latest
manufacturing technologies, including

composite materials that will make the
aircraft lighter, faster and stronger than its
counterparts, and Lockheed is using the
skills and expertise of the composites
program at Cerritos College.   

Over the next 18-24 months, Cerritos
College Composite Training Center will
provide training to 16 groups of
Lockheed employees at Lockheed’s
Palmdale, California facility.

The Cerritos College Composites Training
Center (CTC) for the last 15 years has
been successful in providing specialized
training for companies, gaining both
expertise and national recognition for
job specific training.

Out of the 108 community colleges in
California, Cerritos College has the only
program that offers a degree and
certificates in composites, making the
College the natural partner for Lockheed.
The CTC training facility is able to
replicate what is going on in the industry,
and it houses all basic composite
production equipment currently being
used in the aerospace industry. 

“It is hard to find employees with
expertise in the area of composites
because there is little training available,”
explained Terry Price, lead coordinator
for the College. That is the reason
Cerritos College and the composites
program is appealing to local and
national employers. 
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MORE THAN JUST CAREER
EDUCATION…CAREER SERVICES

Cerritos College Career Services provides programs
and services designed to assist students in moving
forward with confidence armed with new skills and
strategies for success. Services include assessment
testing, career planning, job placement, the
CalWORKs Program and re-entry resources to assist
students and alumni in exploring and planning
their academic and career futures. 

The “Career Center” is the place to explore career options. A number of
sophisticated computerized search programs are available with information about
careers. Students are encouraged to take advantage of the interests, values, and
abilities inventories that are available in the Career Center. A career counselor can
interpret the career assessment results and assist in choosing a career or major.
These services are available to individuals who are currently enrolled, who have
graduated, or who hold certificates from Cerritos College. 

“Job Placement” serves both employers and students. Current job listings are
available in Career Services, and students, as well as Cerritos College
graduates/certificate holders, can use the service.

The “CalWORKs” (California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids)
program is California’s welfare-to-work program for families with dependent
children. The program assists students in becoming fully self-supporting through
short-term training, education, career counseling and work experience. Through
Career Services, participants receive employment assistance and job placement
services so they can make the transition off welfare into full-time jobs.

The “Re-entry Resource Center” provides services to support the adult learner, 25
years or older, who is returning to school. These services include workshops,
referrals to community support groups, and career counseling.

More than just preparing for jobs, Cerritos College prepares students and alumni to
get those jobs. If you are looking for a job or would like some career assistance
stop by and say hello. The highly trained, friendly staff is eager to assist you! 

Visit the web site at www.cerritos.edu/career-services, for detailed information on
each service and program.

Senior Assisted Living Facility
Cerritos College administrators and members of the Board of Trustees recently toured Chancellor Village,
the new senior assisted living facility under construction on the southwest end of the College campus. 

Driving by on Studebaker Road one can see the beautiful 155-room facility taking shape. Each unit
of the facility contains a living room, a large bathroom, walk-in closets, and either one or two
bedrooms. There will also be some studios. Other features include a beauty shop, gift shop, library,
dining room, and a one acre park for residents. A new street has been paved, and on the corner of
what will be the new “Falcon Way” and Studebaker Road, the groundwork is being laid for an elaborate fountain piece. 

The building is scheduled to be completed sometime in the late spring with occupancy in late summer. Cerritos College looks forward
to the opening of Chancellor Village because of the many internship opportunities it will provide for Cerritos College students in fields
such as nursing, physical therapy, culinary arts and cosmetology.

For more information on the development of and residency in Chancellor Village, please contact Torrey Contreras, Advanced Planning
Manager for the City of Cerritos, at 562.860.0311, ext. 6906. 



COLLEGE BOUND:
COLLEGE CLASSES FOR
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

The time is now to get high school students excited
about college and their future. Did you know that
high school students can enroll in college courses?
Did you know that Cerritos College offer classes at
local high schools for eligible high school students
and that there is no enrollment fee for these
classes? Check out the Cerritos College College
Bound Program that offers high school students a
chance to get a head start on college and their
careers.

Cerritos College has been offering high school
students an opportunity to take college classes for
many years. Since fall of 1998, however over 165
classes have been offered, and over 5,000 students
have taken college classes either at their high
school or at Cerritos College.

Taking these courses allows students to get a head start in college or career
course work; become familiar with college work and student life before entering
college full-time; and, explore courses in a variety of majors and careers.
Participating high schools include Artesia, Bellflower, Cerritos, Downey, Gahr,
John Glenn, La Mirada, Mayfair, Norwalk, Saint Joseph, Saint Matthias, Saint
Paul, Warren, and Whitney High Schools.

According to Linda Riggs, counselor at Downey High School, “Everyone wants
their kid to go to college. But, what they don’ t understand is that the university is
not the only place people need to go to get training.” She added, “One is not
better than the other – [community colleges and universities] are just different.”
She is a firm believer in the program and anticipates the growth of College Bound
at Downey High School. 

Mark Ryan, principal for Saint Matthias High School, believes the College Bound
Program dovetails with what they are trying to do to prepare kids for college.
Bottom line, the program focuses attention on getting kids into and through
college. “Kids who can get through this program get a great feeling of success,
self-efficacy, [that they] can tackle the rigors of college,” stated Ryan. 

“College Bound has been a great benefit to our local high schools and their
students,” comments the College’s Vice President of Public Affairs, Dr. Steve
Helfgot. “And it’s been great for the College as well. We’re able to provide this
wonderful opportunity for high school students without committing on-campus
classroom space which is in short supply.” 

To learn more about the Cerritos College Bound Program, please call
562.860.2451, extension 2863. 

National Teaching Scholars
Partnership Program Grant
The success of the Teacher TRAC
program at Cerritos College continues
to grow and to be recognized. Last
fall, Teacher TRAC Director Sue
Parsons announced that Cerritos
College was selected by the American
Association of Community Colleges
(AACC) as one of the winners in the
AACC Teaching Scholar Partnerships
(TSP) project. Furthermore, Cerritos
College was one of only ten
community colleges in the nation
selected to participate. 

Funded by the National Science
Foundation, co-sponsored by AACC,
The Council of Independent Colleges
and the Independent Colleges Office,
the project awarded $30,000 two-year
grants to 28 community colleges and
four-year colleges. The TSP Project aims
to enhancing science and math
instruction in K-12 classrooms while
encouraging undergraduate students to
consider careers as math and science
teachers.

“The TSP Project came along at the
right time,” stated Parsons. “It allows
the College to add a science/math
emphasis to the already growing
teacher preparation program – Teacher
TRAC.” 

Teaching Scholars graduating from the
Teacher TRAC-TSP project at Cerritos
College will transfer directly to
California State University, Long Beach
for completion of their degree with a
concentration in math or science.

Going Global: Grant Takes Cerritos
College to Bolivia
With a little help from technology,
Cerritos College will be able to bring

online courses to Bolivia. The
California Community College
Chancellor’s Office recently awarded
the College a Global Education Grant. 

The Global Education Grant will help
advance the Distance Education
program at Cerritos College. The grant
will allow the College to bring satellite
courses into other countries, creating a
population of global students who
attend Cerritos College.

A university in La Paz, Bolivia is
articulating courses in math with
Cerritos College, to develop a program
where their students, who are studying
math education, can receive an
associate’s degree online from the
College. Ultimately, the students
would transfer to a four-year institution
in the United States to finish the last
two years of their math education
degree. Once graduated from the
university, each student will complete
a year of student teaching in
California, and then return to Bolivia
with experience and a teaching
credential in math. 

“This is a pilot program that really has
incredible potential for distance
education,” expresses M.L. Bettino,
administrative dean of Technology
Training and Distance Education. His
goal overall is to take Distance
Education to a global level. He wants
to find schools in countries that are
eager to exchange learning styles,
worldviews and philosophies.

Grant Pays for Student Internships
For the second year, a $1,000 student
grant was given to Cerritos College by
the California Community College
Chancellor’s Office. The money allows
the College to offer paid internships to
Cerritos students interested in

becoming teachers and/or future school
district employees. Fifteen interns will be
offered positions working on various
multimedia projects ranging from
laminating to website design. The grant
will also help to cover the cost of
supplies and curriculum development.

The Fine Arts Grant
This past fall the Cerritos College Fine
Arts and Communications Division was
given a $10,000 mini-grant funded by
the California Community College
Chancellor’s Office Los Angeles/Orange
County Regional Consortium from the
Vocational-Technical Education Act
(VTEA) Title 1B State Leadership Funds.
The Consortium consists of vocational,
occupational and academic deans
representing all the community colleges.

With this grant the College’s Fine Arts
and Communications Division is able to
focus on outreach and recruitment in
three major areas: Digital Media,
Commercial Music, and Journalism. The
project will specifically reach out to
special population students, who are
often guided towards technical careers
without exploring other possible majors.
A special emphasis will be placed on
Spanish language media.

T h e  C o l l e g e  o n
G R A N T S

The most significant gain was in the
number of Cerritos College students
transferring to University of California
campuses.  The number of UC transfers
was up 27% in 2000-2001 from the
previous year.

Cerritos College also continues to be
among the leaders in providing
opportunities for minority students to
transfer to the university.  In 2000-2001
Cerritos College was 10th (of the State’s
108 community colleges) in transferring
minority students to the university.  It
was 7th in the number of Hispanic
students transferring to the University of
California and 3rd in the number of
Hispanic students going to the California
State University.

Cerritos College students transfer to
public and private universities
throughout the state and across the
country.  The most popular transfer
destinations for Cerritos students include
Cal State Long Beach, Cal State
Dominguez Hills and Cal State Fullerton,
as well as UCLA, UC Irvine UC Berkley
and USC.

Along with career education—which is
highlighted in this issue of In Sight—
preparing students for transfer is one of
the core missions of Cerritos College.
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Transfer Rate
Continues To

Improve
Cerritos College was pleased to learn
that more students are transferring to the
university each year and that the
College’s efforts to improve transfer are
meeting with success.  Data provided to
the College by the California
Postsecondary Education Commission
(CPEC) showed an improvement of
nearly 2% in the Cerritos College
transfer rate from the 1999-2000
academic year to the 2000-2001
academic year.
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PACE
PROGRAM
Have you ever considered
going back to school, or
going to college for the first
time, but were unable to
because you work fulltime
and are raising a family? Cerritos College has a
solution – the Program for Adult College Education,
otherwise known as P.A.C.E. The P.A.C.E Program is
specifically designed to offer college courses to busy
adults, allowing them to complete their education,
improve their career skills, and envision personal and
professional success. 

The program makes earning an AA degree or
completing the requirements for transfer to a
university more accessible to adults who have family,
work, and other responsibilities. Classes are taught in
an accelerated format so working adults can achieve
their academic goals while meeting the demands of
their busy schedules. 

“What makes P.A.C.E. classes different is the
opportunity for adults to go to school with other
adults,” explains Dora Lozano, P.A.C.E. Program
Facilitator. Everyone is serious about getting an
education and is committed to the program. 

Classes meet on Friday nights from 6 – 10 p.m. and all day Saturday from
11 a.m. – 7 p.m. While the traditional semester lasts 18 weeks, students
enrolled in the P.A.C.E. Program can complete classes in nine-week
modules. In only two and a half years and 60 units later P.A.C.E. students
will have an AA degree and the opportunity to complete their bachelor’s
degree at the university.

If you haven’t been to college before or have been out of school for a long
time, Cerritos College offers the support services that make the
application, admission and registration process easy and seamless for
P.A.C.E. students. 

“We work hard to keep in contact with the students and provide the help
and services they need,” says Lozano. “ And, the turn around time on
student calls is immediate,” she adds.

Over 100 people applied for the fall semester and only 60 applicants were
accepted. The program is in high demand so don’t miss out on your
opportunity to pursue a college education. Program enrollment is limited
and begins each fall semester. Orientations for the P.A.C.E. Program will
be held in the next few months. 

For more information about the P.A.C.E. Program, Please contact Program
Facilitator Dora Lozano at 562.860.2451, ext 4708.  

Teacher TRAC
STUDENTS TELL THEIR STORY 
More than a semester has passed since the first Teacher TRAC class
graduated form Cerritos College and made the transition to California State
University, Long Beach (CSULB). It has been an exciting experience, but
also a big step into the unknown for the twelve students.

Two years ago, Cerritos College began a partnership with CSULB that
launched the Cerritos College Teacher TRaining ACademy (Teacher TRAC).
Teacher TRAC gives prospective K-8 teachers the opportunity to complete
their bachelors’ degree and multi-subject teaching credential in four
calendar years.

Ingrid Cherrington and Marilu Meza
were part of the first Teacher TRAC
graduating class that moved on to
CSULB to continue their education. Their
experiences have been truly amazing. In
an interview both students stated that the
transition to CSULB, which at first was
intimidating, went very smoothly. 

“All twelve of us were surprised because
the transition went so well,” stated Meza.
“We feared what the staff-student

relationship would be like, but they had a special room for the TRAC students
at orientation and walked us through everything we had to know.”

The Cerritos students have all their classes together with five Integrated Teacher
Education Program (ITEP) students at CSULB. It has been easy to get to know
the other students and still feel ‘at home.’ CSULB professors are helpful,
treating the Cerritos group as if they had been in the program all along.

“We really appreciate the philosophy our professors at Cerritos College had
on treating us as professionals,” says Cherrington. “They really prepared us
for reality and presented teaching as it really is.” 

The students also enjoyed the variety of the work – case studies, portfolios,
and field experience. It helped to make them more aware of the areas each
had to work on, and taught them to work as a team.

Cherrington is planning to become a 2nd or 3rd grade teacher with an
emphasis on language and literature. Ultimately she would like to pursue
her Ph.D., write a book and become an administrator. Meza is interested in
teaching math at the middle school level - 4th grade and higher. In the
future she is hoping to enter the field of junior high counseling, where
students are more at risk.

“We hope that the future Teacher TRAC classes at Cerritos College will have
the same experience as we did,” says Meza. “We just want to thank the
program and everyone who works with the Teacher TRAC students and
supports the program. Our instructors are giving so much, we hope the
other students will take advantage of it.”

For more information about Teacher TRAC, call 562.860.2451, ext. 2211 or
visit the web site at www.teachertrac.com. 
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SCIENCE, ENGINEER,
MATH LOOKS TO
EXPAND FACILITIES

Construction is an ongoing process at Cerritos
College. Chancellor’s Village - the Senior Care
Assisted Living facility - will be completed
within the next few months.  Then before long
the construction of the new Health Occupations
Lab Facility will begin. But new construction
does not stop there. 

Plans for new biology labs, chemistry labs and
lecture halls to support science, engineering
and math education are in the works. The state
has provided the funds for the preliminary
drawings, and upon approval the working
drawings will begin. 

The new labs will be outfitted with all the
necessary safety equipment. The most current
air conditioning and heating will also be
installed to insure the quality of air in the
building. The current labs are 40 years old.  

“Right now all the science labs are adequate,
but if you look at them space wise they do
not meet the new standards and codes,” states
Norm Fujimoto, Instructional Dean of
Science, Engineering and Mathematics. 

Even though drawings of phase one are in the
works, the construction funding is not in place.
“There will be a construction bond issue in the
November Election. If that bond passes we will
be able to move forward with construction,”
comments Fujimoto.

The new SEM building will be located where
the Lecture Hall currently stands, along
Studebaker Road.
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W e l c o m e

Dennis Chuning, the college’s new Vice
President of Business Services comes to
Cerritos College from the College of the
Canyons in Santa Clarita, where he served
as Vice President of Administrative Services.
He has been in public education since
1974. He began his educational
administration career in the field of business
services at the K-12 level. Since 1983 he
has worked in higher education, primarily at
the community college level. He also served
as the Director of Administrative Services at
Evergreen Valley College, Vice President of
Administrative Services at Chaffey College
and, Director of Business Services at
Pasadena City College.  

He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Business/Accounting from California State
University, Fullerton and a Master of
Science in Educational Administration at the
University of Southern California. 

While the state and the nation face a
recession, Chuning wants to focus on
providing fiscal stability for the College. He
wants to explore additional opportunities to
bring more money to the College through
grants or perhaps through the issuance of
general obligation bonds. General
obligation bonds would be used for new,
expanded and upgraded facilities necessary
to meet the educational program needs of
the college.

Cerritos College warmly welcomes Dennis
Chuning and wishes him much success. 
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Proposed Science, Engineering, Math (SEM) Complex

Marilu Meza and Ingrid Cherrington
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