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Documenting Your Research Using APA Style (5th ed.) 
 

 
 

A Book With One Author  
 
Basic format: 
 
Author, A. A. (Publication year). Title of the book. Place of publication: Publisher. 

 
Example: 
 
Beck, C. A. (2001). Family mediation: Facts, myths, and future prospects. Washington, DC:   
 
     American Psychological Association. 
 
 

 

A Book With Two Or More Authors  
 
Basic format: 
 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B. & Author, C. C. (Publication year). Title of the book. Place of  
 
     publication: Publisher. 
 
Example: 
 
Retschneider, J. G., & McCoy, N. L. (1968). Social Learning. Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice  

 
     Hall. 
 

 

 

An Article in a Reference Book 

 
Basic format: 
 
Author, A. A. (Publication year). Title of article. In Title of Reference Book. (Volume, pages).  
 
     Place of Publication: Publisher. 
 
Example: 
 
Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopedia Britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501- 
 
     508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica.  
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A Scholarly Journal Article 
 
Basic format: 
 
Author’s name. (Publication year). Title of Article. Journal Title, Issue number: Page numbers.  
 
Example: 
 
Mellers, B. A. (2000). Choice and the relative pleasure of consequences. Psychological  

 
         Bulletin, 126, 910-924.  

 

 

A Magazine Article 
 
Basic format: 
 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month Date).  Title of Article. Magazine Title, Issue number, Page  
 
     numbers.  
 
Example: 
 
Kandel, E. R., & Squire, L. R. (2000, November 10). Neuroscience: Breaking down scientific barriers to  
 
     the study of the brain and mind. Science, 290, 1113-1120. 

 
 

An Online Journal Article 
 
Basic format: 
 
Author, A. A.  (Publication year). Title of Article. Journal Title, Issue number, page numbers.  
 
     Retrieved Date, from X Database. 
 
Example: 
 
Borman, W. C., Hanson, M. A., Oppler, S. H., Pulakos, E. D., & White,  L. A. (1993). Role of early  
 
     supervisory experience in supervisor performance. Journal of Applied Psychology, 78, 443-449.  
 
     Retrieved October 23, 2003, from PsychARTICLES database. 

 

 
APA Basic Information 
 
 

 

 
Begin each entry flush with the left margin. If an entry requires more than one line, indent the 
subsequent lines by ½ inch (one tab space on computer) or five spaces (on typewriter) from the left 
margin. Double-space the entire list. This is done within each entry as well as between each entry.  
 
For detailed information on documenting your research using the American Psychological Association 
(APA) style, please stop at the Library Reference Desk and ask for the Publication manual of the 
American Psychological Association.  You can also go to the following websites: 
 
American Psychological Association  

http://www.apa.org/   
http://www.apastyle.org/ 

Online Writing Lab at Purdue University  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html 
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